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Is there ever a slow time
of the year in regards to
PTA? Sometimes it
doesn’t seem that way.
The units and councils
across the state are
doing such wonderful
things getting families
into the schools through all the events
they are hosting. The WI PTA Board of
Directors has been very busy as well.
Along with our office person Sheila, we're
answering many questions and concerns
from units, visiting units and attending
PTA and council events. Our board met in
January and our committees focused on
many different things including convention
planning, Reflections, awards, membership
and our State Legislative Conference.
Some state board of directors spent three
days being away from home and family
and I'm forever grateful to them for the
times we can get TOGETHER to "get
things done " for all children.
Just as a reminder, our State Legislative
conference is February 15, 2017 at the
Comfort Inn Madison - Airport starting at
845 a.m.. If you missed the deadline to
register, contact our state office at 608244-1455. We will do our best to have
you join us. Watch for highlights of the
conference in our next newsletter.

March 7-9, 2017 our Federal Leg Chair
Cyndi Barbian and I will be attending the
2017 National PTA Legislative Conference
in Arlington, VA. This is an exciting event
bringing PTA Members from coast to

coast together. We will attend
workshops, general sessions, and advocate
for all children. On the last day of our
visit, we all head to Washington, D.C. to
talk with legislators. Look for updates on
our Facebook page.
Lastly, but certainly not least, February
17th is National PTA Founders Day.
Please read more about it in this
newsletter as we celebrate 120 years of
changing children's lives. Is your unit or
council celebrating? Share your story on
our Facebook page or send us an article
and photos and we’ll put it in our next
newsletter.
Until next time, thank you for all you do
working TOGETHER for children and
families.
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Is Your Unit
In Good
Standing?
To be a unit in good
standing, you need
to have completed
the following:








Bylaws updated
every three
years
First
membership
payment
submitted by
Nov. 1st
A copy of your
audit is
submitted by
Nov. 1st
A copy of your
taxes of proof
of 990N filing
submitted by
Dec. 1st

If you have not yet
sent these items in,
please contact our
office to get it taken
care of. Visit our
website for more
information:
http://
wisconsinpta.org/
unit-council-section/
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National Convention Registration is Now Open!
Register now for Win with PTA ... the 2017 National PTA Convention & Expo!
This is your opportunity to connect with over 1,500 of the nation's most influential leaders
in education, as well as other parents and experts in Las Vegas, June 22-25, 2017. Register
now to take advantage of our early bird rate!
Plan now to:
 Get winning ideas to use at school and at home
 Be inspired by speakers with winning strategies for success
 Enjoy workshops with winning solutions to challenges PTAs face every day
Every child deserves the chance to win big. Join National PTA in celebrating 120 years of
changing children's lives and giving them that chance. Visit PTA.org/Convention for more
info.

Meet the Keynote Speakers!

Paula A. Kerger
Kerger is president and CEO of PBS, the nation's largest non-commercial media
organization, with 350 member stations throughout the country.

Steve Pemberton
Pemberton is an author and motivational speaker who shares his personal story
of beating the odds and overcoming childhood trauma through the power of
education.

Rosalind Wiseman
Wiseman is an author and internationally recognized expert on children, teens,
parenting, bullying, social justice and ethical leadership.

Apply for the Jan Harp Domene Diversity and Inclusion
Award
National PTA is now accepting
applications for the 2017 Jan Harp
Domene Diversity and Inclusion Awards.
These awards recognize PTAs that best
demonstrate outstanding achievement in
the areas of diversity and inclusion, as
well as efforts to end discriminatory
practices.
The award will be presented to one
state PTA, one district/council PTA and

one local PTA at the Annual National
PTA Convention, June 22-25, 2017, in Las
Vegas.
Get full eligibility and selection criteria
and application requirements at PTA.org/
Awards.
Submit your application
online by Friday, March 17, 2017,
8 p.m. EST/5 p.m. PST.
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Founders DayHighlights
Events Remind Us of Our History
Membership
By Vanessa Hetchler, WI PTA Membership Chair

From the National PTA website:
For more than 100 years, National Parent
Teacher Association (National PTA®) has
worked toward bettering the lives of
every child in education, health and
safety.
Founders Day (February 17) is when we
celebrate the legacy and work of our
founders—Alice McLellan Birney, Phoebe
Apperson Hearst and Selena Sloan
Butler—to better the lives of every child
in education, health and safety. It is a time
to reflect and take pride in our
achievements,
and
renew
our
commitment to be a:

Our founders represented women of
imagination and courage. They had a
simple idea—to improve the lives and
future of all children. They understood
the power of individual action, worked
beyond the accepted barriers of their
day, and took action to change the world
for all children.
For more information about the history
of PTA, visit http://www.pta.org/history

BYLAWS TIPS

Celebrate

And
Remember

Does your unit/council celebrate
Founders Day? Tell us about it and
we’ll publish the story and photos in our
next newsletter! Send your information
to Newsletter Editor Ellen Chicka at
chickapta@yahoo.com.




powerful voice for all children;
relevant resource for parents; and
strong advocate for public education.

Be a Superhero at the West Allis-West Milwaukee Founders
Day Carnival Feb. 12th
By Brenda Truchon, Region F Advisor

The West Allis –
West Milwaukee
PTA
Council
invites you to
join them at the
annual Founders
Day Carnival on
Sunday. February,
12, 2017. It will
be held at West
Call for Resolutions/Call
to
Allis Central High
School in the E.
Now is the time for local PTA and PTSA units
H.
Stech
Field
House,
8516 W. Lincoln
and councils to think about and submit
Av. from 12
pm - to
4 pm.
resolutions
or items
rescind that they want
to be considered at the Wisconsin PTA State
The theme
this 2017.
year is “Calling all PTA
Convention
in April

Superheroes!”

As we all know,

Resolutions
which
volunteeringareforwritten
PTA is aproposals
superhero
task
express
concerns
the submitting
unit want
and
and West
Allis of
– West
Milwaukee
which
ask forthe
action
on the
part of the
to honor
great
traditions
thatState
our
PTA to address problems or situations that
founding women started over 100 year
affect children and youth statewide.
ago!
Rescinding
items that are outdated, irrelevant
or inappropriate from our current listing of
resolutions, basic policy and legislative

Each of the 17 local units within the West
Allis – West Milwaukee Council
participate to make this a fun afternoon
for all the families in the district and
community. There are games created
from the elementary and middle schools,
a cake auction for all ages to participate
in, a silent auction to help raise money
for the scholarships that West Allis –
West Milwaukee Council gives to our
Rescind
students
year,
houses,
a DJ,
Penny each
Larson,
WIbouncy
PTA Vice
President
concessions and much, much more!
program is the legal way to retire a motion.

Everyto year
the council
does a are
service
Items
be considered
at convention
due
inproject
the stateand
officethis
on or
before
January
year
they
will 17,be
2017.
collecting personal care items to be

dispersed throughout the district schools

More information on writing resolutions will
areand
in can
need.
Theinschool
betoin those
the Fallthat
Mailing
be found
the
with thehandbook,
largest number
of donations for
resolution
www.wisconsinpta.org
(Advocacy
this willtab),
be orable
by contacting
to takePenny
home
Larson
the
-Chair
(pennylar@gmail.com
traveling
trophy and haveorthe honors for
414-258-2995).
the next year!

Founder’s
Day

February
17th
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Decoding Dyslexia Resolution to be Presented at Convention
By Penny Larson, Vice President

Awards
Applications

due March
1st!
Check out the

Resolutions are important because they allow Wisconsin PTA to speak and advocate on
specific issues that affect children and youth statewide. Once a resolution is passed, we can
speak on its behalf with the power of thousands of voices. The following resolution will be
considered for adoption at the 2017 Annual Wisconsin PTA Convention. Please look it
over and share the information with your membership so your voting delegates can
represent the ideas and concerns of your membership.
2017-1 Decoding Dyslexia
WHEREAS

Dyslexia impacts up to 20% of the population; or approximately 1 in 5
people have a language based learning disability, AND

WHEREAS

Over 1 million students in Wisconsin K-12 public schools display signs or
symptoms of dyslexia; many are not “identified”. 80% of children with a
“specific learning disability” have dyslexia, the most common learning
disability; AND

WHEREAS

Dyslexia affects individuals from all walks of life including those with
average and above average intelligence; AND

WHEREAS

Early identification with appropriate reading instruction is important in
assisting people with dyslexia be prepared to succeed in school and life.
Children who have a slow start in reading rarely catch up on their own, a
poor reader in 1st grade will remain a poor reader… 74% of students
identified in 3rd grade as reading disabled will remain a poor reader in the
10th grade; AND

WHEREAS

Therapists, tutors and teachers specially trained in multisensory
structured language approaches provide effective instruction. People with
dyslexia require explicit teaching that is systematic and involves several
senses (seeing, hearing, moving and touching) at the same time; AND

WHEREAS

Children with dyslexia, especially those who aren’t identified, can
experience poor self-image, anxiety and difficulty with depression. Effects
include not being ready to enter college or career, not earning a high
school diploma; AND

WHEREAS

Individuals with dyslexia are overrepresented in prison populations,
approximately 80% of the current people in prison are functionally
illiterate. THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED

That the Wisconsin Congress of Parents and Teachers (WCPT)
acknowledges that dyslexia has significant educational implications that
need to be more widely addressed by the public and school districts;
AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED

That the WCPT accepts the following definition of dyslexia which was
previously adopted by the Board of Directors of the International
Dyslexia Association and the National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development (NICHD): “Dyslexia is a specific learning disability
that is neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties with

awards booklet,
your program may

be eligible for an
award! Find the
Awards Booklet
and information
on how to apply
here:

http://
wisconsinpta.org/
wp-content/
uploads/2017/01/
AWARDSHandbook-201617.docx
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accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding
abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological
component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other
cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction.
Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension
and reduced reading experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and
background knowledge;” AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED

That the WCPT supports teacher/staff training necessary to improve the
understanding of dyslexia and its warning signs, to include training in
appropriate evidence based structured literacy instruction for students
with dyslexia and to promote knowledge of appropriate accommodations
for dyslexic students; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED

That the WCPT supports early screening for signs and symptoms of
dyslexia in early childhood through the third grade with parental
notifications; the use of evidence based structured literacy instruction
delivered with fidelity as defined by the International Dyslexia Association;
and the use of appropriate accommodations in order to provide students
with dyslexia equitable access to the general education curriculum; AND
BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED

That the WCPT forwards this resolution to the National PTA for
consideration by the delegates at the earliest possible National PTA
Convention.

WI PTA
Resolutions
For more information
on resolutions passed
by WI PTA, visit the

Emergency Resolutions
The deadline for submitting resolutions has passed, but if your PTA has an issue or concern
that arises between now and the convention, you can submit an emergency resolution. It must
follow the same criteria as a regular resolution but must be submitted to the Resolution
Committee at the convention. The emergency resolution and a petition signed at the
convention by 25 voting convention delegates from at least three (3) WI PTA regions must be
submitted to the WI PTA Resolutions committee at the convention. It is the submitting unit’s
responsibility to furnish 100 copies of the Emergency Resolution for distribution to the
delegates.

Apply for a Mary Lou Anderson Reflections Arts Grant
The National PTA Mary Lou Anderson
Reflections Arts Enhancement
G r a n t
p r o v i d e s
u p
to
$1,000 in matching funds to
support local PTA arts projects within
their school community.

Arts projects must actively engage
families and community partners to
strengthen
family-school
partnerships. Eligible applicants must be a
PTA in good standing, as determined by the
State PTA.

Funded projects will increase access to
learning opportunities in the literary,
media, visual and/or performing arts for
at-risk or underserved audiences.

Applications must be submitted by
Friday, March 17, 2017. Find out more
at PTA.org/Awards

Resolutions page on
our website:
http://

wisconsinpta.org/
resolutions/
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It’s the Wisconsin PTA Convention Time of Year!
By Cyndi Barbian, Convention Chair

Looking for
Help with

Training?
New Micro
E-Courses
Available
Learning how to
be a great PTA
leader and

understand the
policies and
procedures of PTA
will make you a
stronger leader.
Visit the National
PTA E-Learning
courses to train in
your own home.
http://
www.pta.org/
members/
content.cfm?
ItemNumber=3090
&navItemNumber
=4632

Your Wisconsin PTA board of directors
has been hard at work preparing for the
2017 Wisconsin PTA Convention. This
year’s convention is planned for April 2829, 2017 at the Radisson Milwaukee West
on Mayfair Road in Wauwatosa.
Convention is a great time to renew your
PTA commitment and hone your PTA
skills. This year we are planning for 16
workshops designed around advocacy,
leadership, health and programs for local
units and councils.
The Convention Mailing will be sent soon,
via email. It will also be on our website.
Here you will be able to sign up to attend
convention and the workshops that appeal
to you and those which will best benefit
your unit. A condensed version of the
packet will be mailed to unit presidents. If
you would like the full packet mailed,
please contact our office to request it.
As you know, we have received a College
and Career Readiness grant. Because of
this grant we have one set of workshop
selections that will particularly focus on
advocacy and CCRI. You should really

consider sending at least two people to
convention so that one can take advantage
of this extremely informative track while
the other can focus on other areas of
interest.

We have some special speakers and
entertainment planned, as well as the
annual Reflections Award and Recognition
luncheon; Election of the 2017-19
Wisconsin PTA officers; Return of the
Vendor/Exhibitor Fair and Speed Lunch;
Membership Awards; and the PTA
Awards and Recognition dinner to send us
into next year psyched for PTA and ready
to hit the ground running.
When you receive your Convention
Mailing, be sure to share it with everyone
in your PTA – you never know who will
find something of interest and want to
attend! The mailing will also offer special
early bird registration rates and the
opportunity to receive reimbursements
for CCRI participation.
See you in Tosa!

Wisconsin PTA LEADers Program-Have you completed it?
The LEADers program was designed to
help PTA members to be:
Leaders within their PTA and community.
Effective and efficient with their
volunteer time, as well as the time of
others.
Advocates for all children.
Developers of programs and projects
that will attract a broad base of members
and future leaders of this association.

If you are a PTA Officer who would like
to earn your LEADers certificate, please
download the form from our website,
starting with LEADERS 1. You can only
complete one form a year. Mail the
completed form to Wisconsin PTA 4797
Hayes Road Suite 102, Madison, WI
53704. Deadline is March 1st. You will
receive your certificate at the Awards
Banquet, at Convention, April 29th.
Here is a link the forms on our website:
http://wisconsinpta.org/leaders-program/
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Sponsors/Vendors for the Wisconsin PTA Convention

https://www.aim-companies.com

HELP FOR
TREASURERS
https://www.ecu.com

weac.org

Visit the IRS
Website for rules

Boland Recreation, Inc.

Edvest, Wisconsin's College Savings Plan

Mark Boland

Meghan Boyle

2347 Oak Park Road
Marshalltown, IN 50158

316 North Milwaukee Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

(800) 798-7589

(414) 316-2100 ext. 132

www.bolandrecreation.com

https://www.edvest.com

regarding nonprofit
organizations:
https://
www.irs.gov/

School Spirit Vending

International Student Exchange

Greg Clark
1980 Jan Avenue

Calla Kuehl, Regional Manager
119 Cooper Street

Waukesha, WI 53188

Babylon, NY 11702

(262) 894-8932

(920) 238-0624
lakeshores@iseusa.org

Holiday Treasures Gift Shop/Fun EVENTS
Paula Kappes
185 West Rawson Avenue
Oak Creek, WI 53154
(847) 918-9157
www.holidaytreasuresgiftshop.com

charities-nonprofits
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Membership News

CLUB

National PTA
Membership
Saves You Money

PTA.org/Benefits

The 100, 200, 300 Club is well under way! Congrats to the following units for submitting 100,
200 and 300 members. These units are eligible for some awesome prizes and drawings. Stay
tuned for what they WIN!
100 Club:
Red Apple Elementary PTA – A
Monroe Elementary PTA – D
Academy of Accel Learning PTA – B
Herbert Hoover PTA – F
Milwaukee German Immersion PTA – B
General Mitchell PTA – F
Amy Belle Hillsdale PTA – Region C
Walker Elementary PTA – Region F
Roosevelt School PTA – Region C
Nathan Hale HS PTSA – Region F
Wauwatosa East PTSA – Region C
200 Club:
County Line School PTA – Region C
Kennedy MS PTSA – Region C
Whitman MS PTSA – Region C

Bristol PTA – Region E
Irving School PTA – Region F
Lane Intermediate – Region F

300 club:
Gifford – Region A
See the latest benefits
from AARP, Boxed,
Good Housekeeping,
Hertz Car Rental, Life
Lock, MetLife and

***Remember to submit dues MONTHLY to the State Office!***

During the month of February, WI PTA is hosting
another Membership Contest.
For every (10) members that your unit sends dues in for, your
unit will receive (1) entry into a drawing for:
(1) free State Convention Registration which will include
special perks and surprises.

more.

The contest runs from February 1st – March 1st!
Dues must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2017, and
please include your check made out to Wisconsin PTA
($5.25/member), your remittance list, and a excel list of
member’s names and email addresses!
GOOD LUCK!
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How to Welcome Families During Take Your Family to
School Week
For over 120 years, National PTA has
been encouraging families to get more
involved in their child's education. Help us
celebrate during Take Your Family to
School Week—Feb. 13-17.

Use our promotional fliers, posters,
invitation letters and social media
messages to generate excitement and
awareness for your Take Your Family to
School Week at PTA.org/TYFTSW.

Not sure what event to host?

Make sure to tag your social media posts
with the hashtag #PTAProud so other
PTAs can see them!

We've created fun, pre-planned family
education events for you:
Family Reading Experience (Powered by
Kindle): Engage the whole family in
reading activities.
(Grades K-5)
The Smart Talk: Create a family
agreement together outlining the ground
rules for how children will use their
smartphones and devices safely and
responsibly.
(Grades K-12)
Host healthy events like a health fair,
healthy cooking class or playground clean
up.
(Grades K-12)
Don't forget to promote your event!

Want to brag about your event?
We'd love to hear from you! Submit your
story to PTA.org/PTAProud.

Attention

All Vendors
Do you know a
Business that
would like to be
a vendor at our
Convention? Visit

Take Your Family To
School Week
February 13th-17th, 2017

our website at
http://
wisconsinpta.org/
convention/ and
download the
vendor contract.
We’re looking for

Wisconsin PTA Website Updates
You may have noticed some technical
difficulties
recently
with
our
Wisconsinpta.org website. We are happy
to report that we finally discovered what
the main problem was, and we are now
mostly up to date! There are still a few
tweaks to be worked out, and we are
continuing to address them as they are
brought to our attention.
In the meantime, if you come across any
issues as you are visiting pages on our site,
please feel free to call or email our office
to report the issue. We will address it as
quickly as possible. We also have access
to most of the documents on the back
side, so we can send you copies if needed.
Our office number is 608-244-1455, our
email is info@wisconsinpta.org.

Thank you so much for your patience as
we worked to resolve our issue. We’re
glad that we can provide such a valuable
resource to our councils, units, officers,
members and the public.

businesses to join

our vendor fair,
to supply items
for our
convention bags
and to advertise
in our
convention
booklet.

every child. one voice.

We’re on the web!
www.wisconsinpta.org

PTA Vision: What the future will look like if PTA accomplishes its mission. Making every child's potential a reality.
PTA Mission: The overall purpose of PTA
“To make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.”

Visit the National PTA
website at PTA.org

PTA Values: What PTA stands for:
Collaboration: We work in partnership with a wide array of individuals and organizations to accomplish our agreed-upon goals.
Commitment: We are dedicated to promoting children’s health, well-being, and
educational success through strong parent, family, and community involvement.
Accountability: We acknowledge our obligations. We deliver on our promises.
Respect: We value our colleagues and ourselves. We expect the same high quality
of effort and thought from ourselves as we do from others.
Inclusivity: We invite the stranger and welcome the newcomer. We value and
seek input from as wide a spectrum of viewpoints and experiences as possible.
Integrity: We act consistently with our beliefs. When we err, we acknowledge
the mistake and seek to make amends.

4797 Hayes Rd., Suite 102
Madison, WI 53704
Phone: 555-555-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555

